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English as a Second Language (ESL) 
Guide   

English as a Second Language (ESL) classes are essential for new arrivals to improve language skills, enhance 
communication, and increase job opportunities. This guide will help you navigate the process of enrolling in ESL classes. 

 
 

Understand Your Options 

There are various types of ESL programs available: 

• Community Colleges: Many offer affordable ESL classes for adults. 

• Adult Education Centers: Local school districts often provide free or low-cost ESL programs. 

• Nonprofit and Community Organizations: Some offer classes specifically for refugees and immigrants. 

• Online ESL Programs: Virtual classes are also available for flexible learning. 

Find ESL Classes Near You 

Use the following resources to find ESL programs: 

• Use IRC’s Community Maps to find ESL programs near you.  

• USAHello: Provides information about free online and in-person ESL classes. Find Free ESL Classes | Find 
Services In Your City | USAHello 

• National Literacy Directory: Find local literacy and ESL programs. National Literacy Directory 

• Local Public Libraries: Many libraries offer ESL classes or can refer you to nearby programs. 

• Community Colleges: Visit your local community college’s website to check for ESL offerings. 

Preparing Required Documents 

Before enrolling, you may need to provide: 

• Identification: Passport, state ID, or other identification. 

• Proof of Address: Utility bill or rental agreement. 

• Immigration Status Documents: Such as an I-94 or Green Card/VISA. 

Register for Classes 

• Contact the Program: Call or visit the program office to learn about registration requirements and schedule. 

• Complete the Application: Fill out any required forms and submit them. 

• Assessment Test: Some programs may require a placement test to determine your level. 

• Orientation: Attend the orientation session, if applicable. 

 

https://signpost-virtual-services.zendesk.com/hc/en-us
https://find.usahello.org/#/list
https://find.usahello.org/#/list
https://www.nationalliteracydirectory.org/
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Start Your Classes 

Once enrolled, attend classes regularly and practice speaking English as much as possible. Engage in community 
activities and make use of additional learning resources such as language apps and online practice. 

 

Additional Resources 

• USCIS Adult Education Resources: [USCIS Citizenship Resource 
Center](https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship) 

• Community Support Groups: Connect with other learners to practice English and build friendships. 

 


